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New Experiences & Unexpected Problems
It was so very interesting to see how people in another country and culture celebrate 

Christmas and the New Year.  In South America they celebrate both with lots of fireworks at 
midnight!   Another interesting thing is the seasons here.  Right now we are in summer but it is 
also the rainy season, so summer here actually has seemed colder than winter.  Speaking of the 
rainy season, we went from June to December and didn’t see a single drop of rain.  Now that is all 
we see, as it has rained almost every day in January.  The rain really hurts the attendance in 
churches also.  The majority of the people in the congregation do not have a car, so they walk or 
ride a bus to church.  The rains were so heavy one Saturday night that the buses did not run, which 
meant almost no one was able to attend the church’s Saturday night meeting.  We have finished 
Book 2 in language school, and we practice speaking every day.  Many days we have a guest or two 
over for lunch at our house and this is a great opportunity not only for me, but for my family to 
practice as well.  Thank you for your prayers and support.  

And a special thanks to all those who sent a little extra for Christmas. We had an 
unexpected problem that came up in December.  We went to the border of Chile to renew our 
visas and almost did not get back into the country.  Evidently many of their immigration laws have 
changed with their newly elected president.  So instead of staying here on a tourist visa we had to 
apply for residency.  Which meant a lot of paperwork for our lawyer, a trip to the capital, and a lot 
of expenses.  Thank you so much for helping meet this need.  Even though you didn’t know about 
it, God knew about it and He provided through you!   

Things to Pray for
• Pray for me as I begin Book 3 in language school.  
• Pray for our new Sunday School class.  We are having great attendance and involvement!  
• I really would like to be able to start discipling someone in the next two months.  Pray that I can 

find someone to help, and that my language will grow to the point that I can do this.    
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